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tion of the vote for all male Frenchmen over twenty-one. An
occasional Conservative like Taine was able to welcome the
change without violent misgivings. In his pamphlet, Du Suffrage
Universe! of 1872, Taine justified it on the grounds that 'it is in
conformity with justice that, whether I wear a smock or a black
coat, whether I be capitalist or navvy, no one should have a
right to dispose without my consent of my money or my life.
It is therefore reasonable that a peasant or a worker should
have a vote, as much as a bourgeois or a nobleman; even if he be
ignorant, dull, ill-informed, his savings and his life are his own.5
A Liberal like Prevost-Paradol could write of it dispassionately
as early as 1868, in his remarkable and prophetic book, La
France Nouvelle. Whilst fully aware of the dangers of un defaut de
lumiereS) he welcomed universal suffrage as at least having the
advantage of stealing the thunder from all political agitators
who could demand nothing further, so that universal suffrage
is *a reinforcement of material order and public peace5.1
But Conservatives and Liberals alike joined hands in devis-
ing constitutional checks such as second-chambers and indirect
elections against the possible consequences of this logical appli-
cation of the revolutionary doctrine of the Sovereignty of the
people5. And Radicals and Socialists equally united in demand-
ing universal suffrage as a panacea for all the ills of France.
The clash of opposing views came out forcibly in the debates
of the National Assembly in 1874. The Left won the day be-
cause the Assembly itself was the product of universal suffrage,
and the conviction grew that—as Louis Blanc himself put it—
1 L. F. Pr6vost-Paradol: La France Nouvelle (1868), p. 52. This
full-dress 'political testament' of a young man who had been a ring-
leader in the literary opposition to the Second Empire, may be
recommended as a highly revealing exposition of what French
Liberalism meant by 'democracy*. Paradol's thesis that since 1789
France has been 'a democratic society9 in search of a 'democratic form
of government9 would meet with small agreement to-day. But his
argument seems to have had extensive influence on the representa-
tives who gathered at Bordeaux in 1871 to formulate, eventually, the
constitutional laws of the Third Republic. A. fismein, Elements de
Droit Constitutiomel (1928), describes it as *ce livre ou se refletent par
avance les principaux traits de la Constitution de 1875'

